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Foreword from the editor  

Above all, I would like to greet friends of the TESOL Journal with a brief self-introduction. My 

name is Xinghua (Kevin) Liu and I currently work as a Lecturer of Applied Linguistics at 

Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China. I obtained my Ph.D degree in 2012 from the University 

of Reading, UK and my Ph.D thesis examined Chinese university students’ English writing from 

a cross-cultural perspective. It is my great honor to be appointed as the Chief Editor of the long-

established and well-received TESOL Journal.  

 

In the year of 2013, the TESOL Journal has welcomed some important changes. First, the journal 

has updated its website and it provides more user-friendly functions. Secondly, the journal has 

rebuilt the Editorial Board and we are much honored to have with us some world distinguished 

experts. If you have particular expertise in TESOL teaching and research and are interested in 

joining our Editorial Board, we are happy to consider your application (please send us your 

application via asianefl@gmail.com). Thirdly, we are working on the idea of setting up an 

International TESOL Forum and this annual international event will provide a platform for 

TESOL practitioners to exchange ideas and build networks. If you are interested in hosting this 

international event or have any suggestions, you are welcome to contact us via 

asianefl@gmail.com.  

 

Now, I would like to introduce you to the 2013 volume of the TESOL Journal. There are seven 

articles in this volume. The first paper presented by Rachel DeDeyn made a worthwhile 

quantitative attempt to study the relationship between identity and classroom performance and a 

significant negative linear relationship was found between the two variables. In the second 

article, Jayanthi Muniandy examined Malaysian university ESL learners’ cognitive and 

perceptual learning styles through a socio-cultural perspective. Results from this study are 

reported to confirm that brain dominance (cognitive style) influences an individual’s perceptual 

learning style. In the third article, Narges Alipour Heidari investigated cross-cultural differences 

in the use of refusal strategies applied to reject invitations and requests by Australian native 

speakers of English (ANS) and Iranian EFL learners. The study found both L1 negative transfer 

and social status of the interlocutor played a role in the use of refusal strategies by the two 

groups of speakers. Nicholas P Bradley in the fourth article studied cultural nationalism 
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expressed through Nihonjinron (theories of Japaneseness) and found that international posture 

and cultural nationalism are not necessarily incompatible. Hadi Kashiha and Chan Swee Heng in 

the fifth article investigated the effect of role-play on improving intermediate Iranian EFL 

learners’ retention and recall of idiomatic expressions. The study found that role-play has distinct 

advantages in promoting naturalness and creativity leading to learning with fun and this 

translates to better retention and recall of idiomatic expressions. The sixth article presented by 

Zhaochun Yin examined the lexical inferencing performance by Chinese EFL learners at four 

stages and found that these EFL learners can figure out the meaning of many unknown words 

and retain partial knowledge of these words, but the success rate and the subsequent vocabulary 

knowledge acquisition varied at different stages of Chinese EFL learning. In the last article, 

FereidoonVahdany ZeynabHaqiqi reported on a case study of investigating the online learners’ 

attitudinal tendencies among different levels of proficiency towards an E-learning system and 

found a positive attitude towards the online course, but no significant attitudinal differences 

among the different levels of proficiency.  

 

By taking this opportunity, I would like to thank our Editorial Board members for their hard 

work and professionalism. The following editorial members contributed to this volume:  

Fan-Wei Kung 

Hitomi Kambara 

John Rajeski 

Marina Dodigovic 

Maria Martinez Witte 

Mark B. Ulla 

Terry Myers Zawacki 

Yutthasak Chuenchaichon 

 

Meanwhile, I would like to extend many sincere thanks to our external reviewers. Without the 

work of these generous professionals, the publication of TESOL Journal would not be possible. 

 

Christopher James Bedwell 

Daguo Li 
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Jane Ward 

Ling Yang 

Luxing Yang 

Marsha Bensoussan 

Meiping Zhu 

Pino Cutrone 

Wong Jock Onn 

Xiangang Zhang 

Xiaoling Ji 

Xiaoye You 

Yan Tian 

Ying Yang 

Yulei Ma 

 

Xinghua (Kevin) Liu 

   School of Foreign Languages, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China 

Email: liuxinghua@sjtu.edu.cn  
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Title. 

Quantifying Identity:  An Examination of the Relationship Between Student Subject Positions 

and Writing Performance 

 

Author 

Rachel DeDeyn 

English Language Center,  

University of Denver 

USA 

 

Abstract 

 

While identity research has recently become a focus in studies of SLA and TEFL/TESL, 

a significant majority of the research conducted has been qualitative.  Due to the limited number 

of quantitative identity research studies, few studies have attempted to find relationships between 

identity and classroom performance.  This study examines student identity by measuring the 

degree to which the subject positions international students take up are integrating or non-

integrating with the culture at an American university and combines quantitative and qualitative 

data analysis to explore the relationship between student identity and writing performance. A 

significant negative linear relationship was found between the degree to which the subject 

positions taken up by participants are culturally integrating and writing performance for 

participants who showed improvement in writing performance over the course of the study. 

 

Key Words:  student identity, cultural identity, cultural integration, writing performance, study 

abroad  
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Cognitive and Perceptual Learning Styles of Malaysian University ESL Learners: A 

Sociocultural Approach  

 

Author 

Jayanthi Muniandy 

Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM), Penang,  

Malaysia 

 

Abstract 

This study investigated preferred perceptual learning styles that consisted of visual, auditory, 

kinesthetic, tactile and group or individual elements among English as Second Language (ESL) 

learners in higher institutions based on their ethnicity and gender. It also further examined the 

relationship between the learners’ preferred perceptual learning styles and their diagnosed 

cognitive (intuitive or analytical) in language learning process. The Perceptual Learning Style 

Preference Questionnaire (PLSPQ) assessed learning styles of ESL students (Reid, 1987) and the 

Cognitive Style Index (CSI) by Allison and Hayes (1996), designed to assess preferences for 

information processing were used to analyze significant differences among ESL learners.  

Ninety-two subjects were selected from four Academic English classes and their learning style 

preferences were measured based on their ethnicity (Malay, Chinese, Indian and others) and 

gender (male and female). Data from PLSPQ and CSI were examined by using IBM SPSS 

Statistics Version 20. The overall students’ perceptual and cognitive learning style preferences 

were identified using descriptive statistics. One-Way ANOVA was used to identify the 

correlation between perceptual and cognitive learning style in relation to social culture elements 

(gender and ethnicity) in the language learning process. Results show that ESL learners favoured 

kinesthetic and auditory and disfavoured individual style. The majority of male students in the 

English classroom were analytical compared to females.  The mean scores revealed that Malay 

students’ learning style preference was kinesthetic whereas Chinese students were more auditory. 

There was no relationship found between cognitive learning style preferences and races. 

Findings also identified that some cognitive styles matched with some of the perceptual learning 

style preferences. This result confirms the findings of previous research studies (Felder & 

Silverman, 1988; Sadler-Smith, 1997; Wooldridge, 1995) that brain dominance (cognitive style) 

influences an individual’s perceptual learning style.  
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Title 

A Cross-cultural Study on Refusal Strategies between Australian Native Speakers and Iranian 

EFL Learners 

 

Author 

Narges Alipour Heidari 

Iran University of Science and Technology,  

Iran 

 

Abstract 

First language (L1) pragmatic transfer (negative transfer) is usually considered one of the issues 

leading to pragmatic failure that may lead to sociolinguistic breakdowns.  This study aims to 

investigate cross-cultural differences in the use of refusal strategies applied to reject invitations 

and requests by Australian native speakers of English (ANS) and Iranian EFL learners. The data 

were gathered using a modified version of the open ended discourse completion task (DCT) 

developed by Beebe, Takahashi, and Uliss-Weltz (1990), and a Persian translation of the same 

DCT. The subjects participating in this study were 30 Iranian Ph.D. students of TEFL, 30 Iranian 

native speakers of Persian (PNS), and 30 Australian native speakers of English (ANS), belonging 

to different educational and socio-economic backgrounds.  It was observed that ANS and Iranian 

EFL learners differed in their use of refusal strategies, both regarding the total number of 

strategies applied, and the frequency of each strategy. Effects of L1 negative transfer and social 

status of the interlocutor were also observed in the answers received from the Iranian EFL 

learners.  

 

Keywords: politeness, speech acts, social distance, social power, Australians/Iranians 
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Title 

International Posture and Cultural Nationalism among Japanese University Students 

Author 

Nicholas P Bradley 

University of Leeds,  

UK 

Abstract 

The concept of international posture recognises the role of learners' attitudes towards English in 

a global setting, and it has made a welcome contribution to developing our understanding of 

learners' motivation. In addition to the scientifically tested criteria that contribute towards 

international posture are the added assumptions that students in possession of a strong 

international posture will view the world beyond their national borders in a positive light and 

with no ethnocentric tendencies. Cultural nationalism expressed through Nihonjinron (theories of 

Japaneseness) and based on international comparisons has enjoyed considerable popularity in 

Japan for over 40 years. An examination of Nihonjinron indicates that international posture and 

cultural nationalism are not necessarily incompatible. By using questionnaire data obtained from 

students at three Japanese universities, this paper explores the relationship between international 

posture and cultural nationalism among Japanese students. It will be argued that cultural 

nationalism and international posture are not exclusive, that international posture is not 

necessarily as global in scope as previously thought and that the scope and focus will likely be 

culturally specific. Classroom implications and considerations of how international posture is 

fostered among students are offered based on the findings. 

 

Keywords: 

International posture, cultural nationalism, ethnocentrism, Japan, Japanese, Yashima, motivation, 

Nihonjinron, Kokusaika 
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2Department of English, Faculty of Modern Languages and Communication,  

University Putra Malaysia,  
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Abstract 

 The present study investigated the effect of role-play on improving intermediate Iranian 

EFL learners’ retention and recall of idiomatic expressions. Idiomatic expressions are important 

in language competence especially when there is a desire for EFL learners to be more native-like 

in the use of the language. Learning methods are always a concern in learning, since 

effectiveness of the methodology will lead to a more efficient acquisition of the language.  In this 

experimental study, 80 students formed the sample in order to test the effectiveness of a 

communicative strategy that was taught over a month.  The variable of gender was also taken 

into account in the learning. The methodology followed a principled approach of meaningful 

learning which is appealing to learners’ interest which can lead them towards better long-term 

retention. This can give an added advantage over mere rote learning which focuses mainly 

onmemorization. The experiment involved role-playing according to a given social context in 

which 80 common idioms were used.  The approach was contrasted with the control group where 

idioms were taught through definitions and memorization. The results were indicative of the fact 

that greater exposure to role-play promotes the Iranian EFL learners’ retention and recall of 

idiomatic expressions and thus encouraged better learning and use. Role-play has distinct 

advantages in promoting naturalness and creativity leading to learning with fun. This translates 

to better retention and recall of idiomatic expressions.   
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Author 

Zhaochun Yin 

School of International Education, Zhengzhou University,  

China 

Abstract 

The present study aims to explore whether Chinese EFL learners at different stages can 

infer the meaning of an unknown word (or, ‘unknown words’ depending on what this author is 

exploring) successfully in reading, and retain the vocabulary knowledge inferred. Participants of 

four stages (tertiary final, tertiary middle, tertiary initial and senior secondary) were asked to 

read a sample text and infer the meaning of target words through thinking aloud. Additional 

information of their lexical inferencing was elicited through stimulated recalls. Pre-testing and 

post-testing were employed to check participants’ initial and final knowledge of target 

vocabulary. The results show that Chinese EFL learners can figure out the meaning of many 

unknown words and retain partial knowledge of these words, but the success rate and the 

subsequent vocabulary knowledge acquisition varied at different stages of Chinese EFL learning.  

 

Keywords: EFL, lexical inferencing, success, vocabulary acquisition 
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Title 

The Study of Attitudinal Tendencies of the EFL Learners across Three Different Levels towards 

E-Learning System: A Case Study 

 

Author 

Fereidoon Vahdany Zeynab Haqiqi 

Payam-e-Noor University of Rasht,  

Iran 

 

Abstract 

 This study investigated the online learners’ attitudinal tendencies among different levels 

of proficiency in Hakim Arya Online Institute. The institute used Longman English Interactive 

Online Course to teach English online since it was believed that the course materials and 

delivery could influence the learners’ attitude. The course was evaluated through an evaluation 

questionnaire. To find out about learners’ attitudinal tendencies, a researcher-made questionnaire 

was distributed in two ways, online and on paper. The questionnaires were mailed to 17 

experienced teachers from which two teachers were interviewed. The questionnaire was designed 

to measure attitudes towards materials, teacher and learners’ role, system facility, and test 

administration. Generally, their ideas showed that the course was effective. The data analysis 

results indicated their positive attitude towards the online course. In addition, it was proven that 

there was no significant attitudinal difference among the different levels of proficiency. It was 

also revealed that there was a significant difference between EFL learners’ in terms of their 

attitudes towards materials while disregarding the other factors. Moreover, the study showed that 

gender plays no significant role in the learners’ attitudinal tendencies. 

Keywords: Attitude, e-learning, e-learner, online course. 
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